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Read the instructions carefully before you answer the following questions.
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Short Answers: Tell four of the following stories in your own words. 40% (10 points for each
question)

Lot’s wife

The Tower of Babel

The Prodigal Son

Jacob’s wrestle with the angel
Moses and the burning bush
The Siren

Polyphemus
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Don Quixote's fight with windmills

Essay questions: 60% (30 points for each question). Write some well-organized paragraphs to
answer two of the following questions.

1. Compare and contrast Achilles and Hector in Homer’s [liad. Consider their personalities,
motivations, intelligence, leadership qualities, relationships and standing with those around
them, skills as soldiers, physical characteristics, and moral and ethical values.

2. The Odyssey can be interpreted as Odysseus’s search for self-actualization. Explain how, with
each encounter, he comes closer and closer to it. Explain at what point you think he arrives at
self-actualization.

3. Aristotle’s Poetics is supposed to be the first systematic literary discourse on genre in the
history of Western literature. Analyze the tragic elements in Sophocles’ Oedipus the King
according to Aristotle’s ideas of tragedy in Poetics.

4. Compare the Creation myth of the Hebrews (the Book of Genesis) and that of the Greeks
(Mythology) with a focus on how the universe and the living beings on it were created.




